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Elephant Talk  by  Jan Williamson    

 As I thought about what to put in this column 
today I considered a number of things that are 
important to this state. Itôs important, especially in 
light of what in going on in the world that will 
show its affects here to further depress our 
economy.  Rising gas prices, rising grocery prices, 
doctors quitting practice (between my husband 
and me, we have lost six Kaiser doctors in a little 
over a year), housing prices falling or houses just 
not selling at all regardless of the price, are 
indications of a very basic problem. You canôt 
spend and keep spending more than you have.  

First, Legislators have to hear, see and 
comprehend that business is severely depressed in 
OR. Your big money bags donôt hold the money 
they did two - three years ago. Drive down 
Commercial or Lancaster and look for the 
Vacancy/For Sale signs. You donôt have to look 
hard. Many businesses are gone and itôs not just 
the small ones. The Safeway grocery store, on 
South Commercial, is gone. The store was part of 
a ñnational chainò, you would expect them to have 
some cover for hard times. The pet stores (folks 
always buy stuff for their pets, right), may still be  
there but the shelves have a thin supply of goods. 
That holds true for the auto dealers  (they keep 
spacing out the cars, trying to make it look like 
there are more cars), the office supply stores, the 
clothing stores ï all depressed. Iôve noticed with a 
normally better quality store, the prices are a little 
lower but so is the quality of clothing. And many 
Legislators are still trying to raise taxes. 
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Elephant Talk  continued:  

Representative Kurt Schrader  (D) CD-5, held a 

Town Hall  at the Salem Library. There was little new 
information to be gathered by attendees at Rep. 

Schraderôs Townhall on Saturday morning, February 

26th , at the Salem Library. Those who had gone to a 
question and answer session before had already heard 

most of the canned answers. 

The crowd was saddened by Rep. Schraderôs having 

ñlost the last four days of his lifeò serving his 

constituents in Washington, DC.  We are sorry that his 
public service is such a burden to him. Maybe he would 

be happier if he came back to Oregon and took care of 
dogs and cats. 

The strain of his new ñNational Leadership role as a 
Blue Dog Fiscal Hawkò could be causing part of the 

problem. Heôs on the committee to do something about 

the 1099 part of the ObamaCare bill, but doesnôt really 
see why it should be a problem in this day and age of  

technology.  The small businesses could just run it up 
on their computers. ñThe Health Care was already paid 

forò.  

No need to figure all the ways for folks to get tax 
breaks; just go to the ñôZero Optionô, no tax breaks. 

Wipe out all of themò. Later, [he didnôt say how long], 
he ñwould bring them back into less taxes than they 

have now, selectively òtargetingò tax breaks to certain 

people. And of course, youôd have to ñcut more out of 
Medicareò. Yes, that sounds like equal treatment under 

the law. 

Rep. Schrader was asked about his solution for keeping 

jobs here in the states. ñWe live in a global market 
now; other countries are not óthird worldô countries 

anymoreò. I guess that meant we have to send our jobs 

overseas. But he was ñnot in favor of giving tax breaks 
to wind farms overseas or other clean energy recourses 

being produced overseas.  We have to approach it on 
several levels of tax breaksò. Also, Heôs, ñBig on 

working in our woods as a way to go about it [jobs?].  

Another question that brought on quite a response from 
Representative Schrader was his handling of the 

shootings in Tucson, AZ. Per Re. Schrader, the Right 
caused the shootings with their rhetoric. He doesnôt 

think any severe actions, pictures or stories should be 
allowed in the media. Especially ñin Arizona where itôs 

mostly Republicans in the bloody state; I still stand by 

what I said.ò  Rep. Kurt 

Share my passion for this country; our freedom to live, 

to move, to speak, to control our destiny and to 
worship our GOD in the faith we choose. 

God Bless America ! 

        Jan Williamson, President 

 

Fred, Connor, Stephanie and Sean  

Mr. Thompson  will be the speaker at the CCRW 
March 10th Luncheon. He will speak about 
President Ronald Reagan. 

 

EXTREMISM IN THE  

DEFENSE OF 

LIBERTY  

IS NO VICE.  

MODERATION IN 

THE  

PURSUIT OF 

JUSTICE  

IS NO VIRTUE . 

BARRY GOLDWATER  

1909 --- 1998  
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